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Notes on the Japanese Species 
of the Subfamily Stauropinae (Notodontidae) 


By Hrromu Oxacaxt and Masanao NAKAMURA 


The definition of the subfamily Stauropinae to be reported in this paper follows to quite a new 
system of classification revealed by a study of male genitalia. Among the rich fauna of Japanese 
Notodontid moths, Stauropus and Palaeostauropus (n. g.) are the only members of this subfamily. 
These genera have significant characteristics in the structures of male genitalia: the scaphium 
bears very broad socii and scarcely developed uncus, but in the majority of Notodontid genera 
the socii take constantly the shapes of pointed arms; on the eighth sternum a curious. slip rail has 
taken place along the median line to carry the main organs of genitalia. All of those Japanese 
genera that until recently have been placed near Sfauropus owing to the superficially similar 


apparences, have now proved to be members of another subfamily. 
Genus Stauropus GERMAR 


1811, Staurcpus GERMAR, Syst. glossat. Prodr., p. 45. 
Generotype: Stauropus fagi LINNE. 

Japanese species are fagi LinnE and basalis Moore. 

ObliterataWiLeman et Sourn belongs to Palaeostauropus ; bidentatus WiLEMAN to Wilemanus(NAGaNo, 
1916) ; cyanea Leron and punctatella Morscuutsky to Desmeocraera W ALLENGREN,. 

This genus is characterized by a special view of male genitalia: eighth sternum nearly rhomboic, 
with duplicate walls,both inner and outer sides of which produce a slip rail taking a shape of free 
arm on the mesal surface; scaphium divided on the median line into a pair of broad socii and, 
therefore, uncus not developed. . | 

Stauropus fagi persimilis BUTLER 
Stauropus persimilis Butter, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., (5) iv, p. 353 (1879). 
Stauropus fagi Linns, Lercn, Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1898, p. 306. 

Japanese subspecies persimilis is somewhat smaller in size and more blackish in colour of both 
wings than European nominotypical race. Distributed in Honshu and Hokkaido. The moths wing 
twice a year in the southern coast of Honshu: the first from May to June and the second in 
August. 

Stauropus. basalis niphonica GRÜNBERG 
Stauropus basalis Moore, Lerecu, Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1898, p. 306. 
Stauropus basalis ab. niphonica GRUNBERG, in: Seitz, Macrolep., ii, p. 290, pl. 44g (1912). 
Stauropus basalis niphonica GRÜNBERG, MATSUMURA, Insecta Matsumurana, iv, p.83 (1929). 

Differs greatly from the above species: size much smaller ; male genitalia with very long saccus 
and aedoeagus; venation and hindtibia more closely related to those of the next species rather 
than the former. Median and antemedian lines of the forewing are distinctly tinted with reddish 
brown scales in almost every specimens. Therefore, ab. niphonica GRUNBERG may not be an 


abberant form. Matsumura applied it to the name of Japanese subspecies. Distributed in Honshu, 
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Hokkaido and Kyushu. The moths appear in May-June and August. Foodplant recorded in Japan 
(Sasax1, 1900) is Rubus parvifolius. . 


Genus Palaeostauropus nov. 


â. Antenna bipectinate, with apical 1/6 non-pectinate; eyes naked. Hindtibia with two paires 
of spurs. Venation closely allied to that of Stauropus, but Mı of the forewing from upper angle 
of cell. Genitalia: 8th sternum a piece of rhomboic plate with a bank along the median line; 


socii broad, fused togéther on the median line, thence occuring the rudimental uncus; saccus 
short; aedoeagus nearly straight, slender. 


Generotype: Stauropus obliterata WitEMAN et Sourn. 
This genus is undoubtly a member of Stauropinae, but specialization of the genitalia is not so 


distinct as compared with those of Stauropus. 


Palaeostauropus obliterata (WILEMAN et SOUTH) 


Stauropus oblitarata Witrman et Soury, Entomologist, 1917, p. 29. 
Hitherto been known only from Japan (Honshu). The type specimen was collected from Oiwake 
(Nagano pref.), and other localities we know are Takaosan (Tokyo, by H. Inove) and Hieizan 


(Kyoto, by H. Oxagaxr). Early stages are unknown, but the moths appzar in June and September. 





A. Stauropus fagi persimilis Butler, 8. +i xvvrRa 


B. S. basalis niphonica Grünberg, 3. & 2y% FR a 


C. Palaeostauropus obliterata Wileman et South, 4 Te Zł yy tra 
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Explanation of the`figures of male genitalia 


1 Stauropus fagi persimilis, dorso-lateral view. 

2. ditto, 8th sternum, view from the same direction, membranous part not drawn. 
3. Stauropus basalis niphonica, ventro-lateral view. 

4. ditto, 8th sternum, dorso-lateral view. 

5. Palaeostauropus obliterata, dorsal view. 

6. ditto, ventral view. 

7. ditto, 8th sternum, dorsal view. 


Abbreviations: Ad-aedoeagus, J-juxta, S-saccus, Sc-socii, Tg-tegumen, U-uncus, V-valva, rs-slip rail. 
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